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WE ARE ALL 
HUMANS!

he idea behind this initiative of the ‘Lockdown Diary’ has been to 
understand what industry leaders have been doing during the 

lockdown period. And the first thing that strikes you the most when you 
read the pages of the Lockdown Diary is the humanness of the responses. 
Yes, these are industry leaders working at high positions but they are as 
human as anybody else in this world. Read carefully and you will notice 

that while all of them belong to different industries, they are all bound by 

a pattern of honesty, common sense, goodness, compassion, humility and 
vision. The pages of the Lockdown Diary have a certain appeal to them 
because the words on them have come directly from the hearts of these 
people.

As is the tradition with everything that we do at The Machinist and The ET 
Polymers, we have received an overwhelming response to this initiative as 
well. And that’s the reason we are bringing out the Lockdown Diary in two 
volumes. Do share your feedback with us.

T
“READ CAREFULLY AND YOU WILL NOTICE THAT WHILE ALL 
OF THEM BELONG TO DIFFERENT INDUSTRIES, THEY ARE 
ALL BOUND BY A PATTERN OF HONESTY, COMMON SENSE, 

GOODNESS, COMPASSION, HUMILITY AND VISION.”
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THE MACHINIST VIRTUAL TÊTE-À-TÊTE

Managing Director
Plastic OMNIUM Auto Exteriors, 
India

Biranchi 
Mohapatra

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
Take life easy, live every moment and 
cherish the small things in life.

One thing you realised about yourself 
that you didn’t know previously?
I discovered that it was possible to be 
alone and still be at peace with oneself.

Have you learnt anything new during 
the lockdown? 
Discovered several new recipes with 
twists.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Contributed through various 
organizations to feed the underprivileged. 
Ensured the people in my direct span of 
control were taken care of  

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Catching up on my backlog of reading 
and movies.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
Visit my family, haven’t met them since 
the Lockdown started

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
This too shall pass….Our resilience will 
help us bounce back sooner than later.

This too shall 
pass….Our resilience 
will help us bounce back 
sooner than later.

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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THE MACHINIST VIRTUAL TÊTE-À-TÊTE

Managing Director, 
Tupperware India

Deepak Chhabra

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
There is nothing permanent in life, 
change is the only constant. Going for-
ward, it’s going to be “The Survival of the 
Adaptable” - if you don’t change, you are 
left way behind! We have to use this time 
in redefining life beyond COVID19.

One thing you realized about yourself 
that you didn’t know previously?
I have lots of patience! I also realized 
that I love writing my journal a lot.

Have you learnt anything new during 
the lockdown?
I’ve learnt meditation, cooking (though 
I realized it’s not as easy as I thought) 
and also how to correctly pick fruits and 
vegetables while buying groceries!

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Ensured that all people who used to help 
us at home are absolutely secured- both 

financially and health wise. Showing 
gratitude towards law enforcement and 
healthcare personnel at all times.

Your favorite pastime during the lock-
down period.
Catching up on documentaries/series on 
Netflix. Have been reading a lot too.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
Itching to go back to work and see my 
team, in person. Missing freshly brewed 
Belgian wheat beer too!

Your message for the industry.
Let’s stand shoulder to shoulder during 
these adverse times and come out stron-
ger by working together, sharing togeth-
er, and supporting one another. We also 
need to ensure sufficient investments 
in R&D to stay ahead of the curve and 
build efficiencies. Also, spend ‘More Time 
Living, Loving, Laughing and Caring for 
your loved ones’.

Let’s stand shoulder to 
shoulder during these adverse 
times and come out stronger 
by working together.

LOCKDOWN DIARY





w w w . t h e m a c h i n i s t . i n

THE MACHINIST VIRTUAL TÊTE-À-TÊTE

Most important lesson from the Covid19 
outbreak.
Time flies fast even in a lockdown. Make the 
best of every moment.

One thing you realised about yourself 
that you didn’t know previously?
I have realised that I can be very productive 
while working from home and sharing 
workspace with my wife.

Have you learnt anything new during the 
lockdown?
Creating fun new game activities for 
children.

One humanitarian act that you did during 
the lockdown.
Personally and as a company there are 
several initiatives we have participated in to 
help those who are not privileged. We have 
also donated NidraSure mattresses across 
India for government personnel who are on 
frontline of fight against Covid.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Playing with my two year old son and 
especially with his miniature train set.

What would be the first thing you would 
do once the lockdown is lifted?
Take my daughter born during lockdown to 
meet my parents and grandmother.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
Lockdown and the economic consequences 
have offered us a unique opportunity. Get rid 
of all your complacency and become agile.

Managing Director
Supreme Group

Amit Kavrie

Lockdown and 
the economic 

consequences 
have offered 
us a unique 

opportunity. Get 
rid of all your 

complacency and 
become agile.

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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THE MACHINIST VIRTUAL TÊTE-À-TÊTE

President
ZF India

Suresh KV

w w w . t h e m a c h i n i s t . i n

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
You do NOT need an office to work and 
work flows to you even when you are NOT 
in office!!!

One thing you realised about 
yourself that you didn’t know 
previously?
Once you stretch, your body still listens to 
you and becomes flexible for a workout!

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
Quite some lessons on psychology by 
going through the Gita and also clearly 
understood that work at home is NOT 
easy!!!

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Supporting the security staff in our society 

who stayed with us!

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Reading and organising myself on the 
personal front

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is 
lifted?
Go and have a haircut!

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
Stay calm, stay firm, and get fitter for 
running faster in future!!!

“Stay calm, stay firm, and 
get fitter for running faster 

in future!!!”

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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Director General & CEO
Indian Machine Tool Manufacturers’ 
Association (IMTMA)

V. Anbu

Most important lessons learnt from 
Covid-19 outbreak.
The world has changed and industries need 
to adapt to the changing order keeping 
in mind the big picture, what will pay off 
in the medium and long-term. Industries 
need to venture into new areas which were 
hitherto left unexplored, make optimum use 
of technology and do more R&D for newer 
forms of innovations.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Indian Machine Tool Manufacturers’ 
Association (IMTMA) is supporting the 
Government of Karnataka by stationing the 

stranded migrant labourers at its exhibition 
centre in Bangalore and acting as the nodal 
point for food distribution in the local area.

What will be the first thing you will 
do once the lockdown is lifted?
IMTMA will be focusing on health and 
safety of not only its staff but also the 
value chain in its business. It will also be 
simultaneously working with the central and 
state government authorities to help IMTMA 
membership reap the benefits of the various 
policy initiatives.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
India has an advantage to be an alternative 
manufacturing hub in Asia. Machine 
tool industry needs to take note of this 
development and ramp up its processes by 
leveraging technology for innovation and 
new product development.

“India has an advantage 
to be an alternative 

manufacturing hub in Asia.”

w w w . t h e m a c h i n i s t . i n
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THE MACHINIST VIRTUAL TÊTE-À-TÊTE

Managing Director
Ceratizit India

Anil Kumar

w w w . t h e m a c h i n i s t . i n

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
Webinars are time saver & very effective: 
With our 1st webinar during the lockdown 
period, we could reach 550+ customers 
across India and explained our products 
and technology.

One thing you realised about your-
self that you didn’t know previously.
All humans are multitasking. We are work-
ing from home & also did some household 
activities & this elevated our respect for our 
Mother and Spouse.

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
We conducted webinar for our employees 
almost every day, by Doctors and Industry 
specialists on topics of life skill enhance-
ments & knowledge enhancements. These 
training surprised us many times with facts 
we never knew.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Remained always in touch with customers to 
know their well-being. Ensure health of our 
employees and keep them updated about 
precautions.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Get regular updates of India scenario & 
global scenario during these difficult times.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is 
lifted?
To understand our customers situation & 
requirements to serve them.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
In this scenario, Indian manufacturing in-
dustries must look for the opportunity called 
“China alternatives”, as many countries are 
looking for this.

Indian manufacturing industries 
must look for the opportunity 

called “China alternatives”.

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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President
Amada (India) Pvt Ltd

Niraj Seth

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
Respect nature. Don’t challenge the 
supreme. 

One thing you realised about 
yourself that you didn’t know 
previously?
I Can Cook A Decent Meal.  Ha, I Can 
Survive. 

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
Personally, it has been a great experience 
being with family for the longest period of 
time.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
We have five families in our neighbourhood 
that are senior citizens. Took complete 
responsibility to supply basic necessities till 
the period of lockdown.     

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Working out.  Exercising releases endor-
phins, a feel-good hormone that keeps you 
happy throughout the day.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
Have a hair-cut and come out of stone age.

Your message for the Indian manu-
facturing industry.
Be ready for the new highs.  Indian in-
dustry’s active involvement in fighting this 
pandemic has shown its true human face 
behind the steel.

“Indian industry’s active 
involvement in fighting this 

pandemic has shown its true 
human face behind the steel.”

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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THE MACHINIST VIRTUAL TÊTE-À-TÊTE

Chief Executive Officer
Borkar Polymers

Aditya Borkar

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
Uncertainty is the certainty of life!

One thing you realised about yourself 
that you didn’t know previously?
If you spend enough time with yourself, 
you can come out with great ideas.

Have you learnt anything new during 
the lockdown?
Most important thing that I have learnt in 
this is “More the Difficulties, More will be 
the Opportunities.”

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
A little help for the workers and migrants 
who lost their livelihood.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Work, Work, Work, and more work. 
That’s how I “passed my time during the 

lockdown.” And of course, along with a 
little gardening and listening to music.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
Start playing tennis. I have missed that 
the most in this lockdown.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
Innovate and try to make world class prod-
ucts. The reset button has been pressed. 
There will be tremendous potential for 
Indian manufacturing industry if we manu-
facture products that will cater the world.

There will be 
tremendous potential 
for Indian manufacturing 
industry if we manufacture 
products that will cater the 
world.

LOCKDOWN DIARY



Most important lesson from the Covid19 
outbreak.
Sticking to our core value has never 
mattered more than during this crisis.

One thing you realised about yourself 
that you didn’t know previously?
The ability to learn new things personally 
and professionally.

Have you learnt anything new during the 
lockdown?
Started learning Spanish online, which I 
thought I was too old to learn.

One humanitarian act that you did during 
the lockdown.
Supported education for kids and associated 
with daily food service for the not so lucky 
members of our society in our vicinity.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Physical fitness, eating healthy and catching 
up on documentaries on all kind of subjects.

What would be the first thing you would 
do once the lockdown is lifted?
Get back to work with renewed enthusiasm. 
We have more than 450 families depending 
on Alok and as leaders it is our duty to make 
sure we are here for them during and after 
crisis is over.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
Ethical business practices with strong financial 
support and planning is the only way forward. 
There will be many events that will change the 
old order of doing business in the coming 12-
24 months, so be prepared for the worst.

Director Marketing
Alok Masterbatches

Amit Puri

Ethical 
business 

practices with 
strong financial 

support and 
planning is 

the only way 
forward.

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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THE MACHINIST VIRTUAL TÊTE-À-TÊTE

Chairman & Managing Director
Cooper Corporation Pvt. Ltd.

Farrokh Cooper

w w w . t h e m a c h i n i s t . i n

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
Expect the unexpected, be prepared for 
the crisis. Crisis or difficult situation never 
comes with prior notice. So, one must be 
prepared to face the challenge and deal 
with it to the best of their abilities.

One thing you realised about 
yourself that you didn’t know 
previously?
Capacity to occupy or utilize your time 
without going to the office and having more 
time for yourself.

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
Yes, to read plenty of books.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
We supported various stakeholders to 
best of our abilities. For example, our 

fire brigade truck was given to dispense 
disinfectant in Satara and nearby area. We 
distributed protective gears, vitamin tablets 
and mask to police authorities. Also, we 
made food packets available for migrant 
workers.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Talking to family, connecting with people 
and nature, selling vegetables from our 
farm.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is 
lifted?
Say thank god for it’s over. It is important to 
carry your cross but count your blessings.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
Be patient for the revival of the industry and 
help each other and be supportive.

“It is important to carry 
your cross but count your 

blessings.”

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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Managing Director
MMC Hardmetal India Pvt Ltd

Prashant Sardeshmukh

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
Possibility exists for any unforeseen or un-
imaginable situation. Business Continuity 
Plan should be in place.

One thing you realised about your-
self that you didn’t know previously?
I can stay at home and my family can also 
tolerate meJ I used to travel atleast 20 
days a month before lockdown.

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
Learnt many interesting recipes of cooking 
egg varieties

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Supplied grocery and vegetables to 30 
workmen who are stuck near our Technical 
Centre due to lockdown.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Playing cards with my family, especially 
parents. Never spent so much time with 
them after I left home in 1984 to pursue my 
Engineering

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
Visit office. I am missing my workplace.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
Stay positive, better days are on their 
way….

“Stay positive, better 
days are on their way….”

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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Vice Chairman
Setco Automotive Ltd.

Udit Sheth

w w w . t h e m a c h i n i s t . i n

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak
This outbreak is a wakeup call on many lev-
els. For the first time we all will feel what an 
animal in the zoo feels. This is an important 
time to reflect, reboot and re-strategize the 
way we work and live and think how can we 
leave this Earth a better place for the next 
generation.

One thing you realised about your-
self that you didn’t know previously?
That I don’t have to travel as much as I did. 
9/10 things can be achieved on calls (video).

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
No new learning but a lot of reading, and a 
focus on fitness. Professionally, last year was 
tough and we can learn a lot going forward.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
We have been providing 2000 meals a day 
since the lockdown to the needy through 

the Eka Care initiative of the Setco Founda-
tion. We partnered with the government to 
do our bit for the deprived in this time. No 
one should go hungry.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
I have been spending good time on my 
fitness & books.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is 
lifted?
Visit my operations facilities in Gujarat and 
Uttarakhand and with our teams for a better 
and sustainable future. In these times of the 
lockdown, we have thought very carefully 
on our strategy to grow our business, cor-
rect costs, and re-launch with care.

Your message for the Indian manu-
facturing industry
Grow sustainably, and think of products 
and services that benefit our planet. Busi-
ness and profit with a purpose.

“This an important time 
to reflect, reboot and re-

strategize the way we work 
and live.”

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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Regional Representative India 
Freudenberg Group
& President Indo-German Chamber 
of Commerce

Georg Graf

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
We are experiencing the mother of all cri-
ses.

One thing you realized about your-
self that you didn’t know previously?
A morning without checks and announce-
ments at an Indian airport is a better start 
into the day.

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
After now 12 years living in India I can see 
that the air quality index in Bangalore is 
currently much better than in my home, a 
village in Bavaria

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
A friend of my son from Thailand and study-
ing  in Bangalore got stranded due to the 
pandemic. Since then we have welcomed 
him into our house and gave him a home 
away from home.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Cooking - and eating what I cooked.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
Fasting and challenging the outcome of 
my favourite pastime during the lockdown 
period

Your message for the Indian manu-
facturing industry.
Most businesses go a high risk in not sur-
viving the revamping of operations after 
a crisis. In the coming months, liquidity 
management will be the key to corporate 
survival.

“In the coming months, 
liquidity management will 

be the key to corporate 
survival.”

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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General Manager India
Grundfos 

Saravanan Panneer 
Selvam

w w w . t h e m a c h i n i s t . i n

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak
I learnt the importance of washing my 
hands J

One thing you realised about 
yourself that you didn’t know 
previously.
I can eat home food for more than 40 days 
continuously.

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown
Learnt many things about online meetings, 
sharing and storing of files. Could manage 
the office remotely but cannot manage my 
TV (remote is never in my handJ)

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown
Sent full salaries to my maids for March and 
April though they could not attend work.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Play carrom and cards with family after 
supper every day and watch movies 
together on weekends.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
Of course, running to office. Well, I would 
love to visit my parents and sisters whom 
I could not meet during this lockdown 
period.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry
Smart and efficient manufacturing is going 
to be the key going forward. Importance 
of JIT (just in time) & cashflow is realised 
at hard times and will have to be well 
managed. Reducing the cycle time between 
raw material to finished goods is important 
as this will improve the flexibility to serve 
the right customer at the right time. Let us 
remember, tough people do last but not 
tough times.

Let us remember, tough 
people do last but not 

tough times.

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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Manging Director
Dormer Pramet

Gautam K. Ahuja

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
We need to respect Mother Earth. We gave 
her enough pain with pollution. The earth 
was crying for help but we did not listen. 
Now, a micro invisible particle has brought 
the whole world on its knees, and we are 
forced to stay at home.

One thing you realised about your-
self that you didn’t know previously?
We can work from home also quite effi-
ciently. We all have become so digital, that 
we no longer have a penchant need for an 
office. We can challenge ourselves to have 
a new way of working.

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
We have upgraded our technical and soft 
skills.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
We still need to pay salaries to our domes-

tic helps, security guard and driver  
even though we have done all the hard 
work, so that they can sustain their  
families.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Spending time with family and going for 
long walks, has helped improve my health.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is 
lifted?
Would like to continue in the same way to 
put minimum pressure on the environment. 
This is going to be the new way of life, and 
we all have to happily adjust to it.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
Be more than cautious about the pollutants 
being emitted, and take necessary steps 
to reduce them to a minimum. Secondly, 
regular sanitization, cleanliness, and social 
distancing are here to stay.

“Regular sanitization, 
cleanliness, and social 

distancing are here to stay.”

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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Regional GM, Wabtec Corporation in 
India & MD, Faiveley Transport Rail 
Technologies India Limited,  
a Wabtec company

Dr. Sujatha Narayan

w w w . t h e m a c h i n i s t . i n

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
Life is extremely unpredictable. It is critical 
to continuously build strong fundamentals – 
both on the business and personal side.

One thing you realised about 
yourself that you didn’t know 
previously?
How much I have missed having work-
life balance in all these years of working 
hard.... How much I have missed more 
family time, reading, quiet time to think, 
physical labour of keeping a house clean, 
cooking etc along with running a busi-
ness… I want it all!!

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
I recently read and have started implement-
ing Rujuta Divekar’s “The 12 Week Fitness 
Project”. 

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
I decided to donate one month paycheck to 
support people in need during the pandem-
ic. I have donated significantly to PM Care 
Fund, Akshayapatra, ISKCON and many 
other local charities that have reached out.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Post-dinner Carrom board games played 
with Husband, Daughter and Mother.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
Any crisis can be a great opportunity. With 
the fundamental tremors being felt in the 
global supply chain due to the pandemic, 
India manufacturing industry should rise to 
the challenge and try to grab all the oppor-
tunities we can get.

“India manufacturing industry 
should rise to the challenge and 
try to grab all the opportunities 

we can get.”

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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General Manager, South Asia
Universal Robots

Pradeep David

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
Maintain social distancing in manufactur-
ing.  Plan for it so that you will not be shut 
down.

One thing you realised about 
yourself that you didn’t know 
previously?
How much work can get done remotely!

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
Yes.  Maintaining a strict discipline to en-
sure a balance between mind, body & soul.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Ensured that some migrant workers living 
close to us have the necessary provisions to 
exist.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Webinars – to stay in touch with customers. 
With all the limitations prevalent.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
Have a haircut.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
This is an excellent opportunity to gear 
up for manufacturing in the future. Partial 
automation, flexible automation, social 
distancing in manufacturing assembly lines 
and less dependence on skilled labour is 
the key to survival.

“This is an excellent 
opportunity to gear up 

for manufacturing in the 
future.”

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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Managing Director
Chiron India Machine Tools Pvt. Ltd.

Rajesh T. Ghashi

w w w . t h e m a c h i n i s t . i n

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
As usual life is full of surprises hence take is 
as it comes and always be prepared to face 
the eventuality.

One thing you realised about your-
self that you didn’t know previously?
I kept myself busy all day hence really have 
not realise anything unusual

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
Not really.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
We provided ration to our house keeping 
staff and security to keep them going in 
our society. Apart from that I am a proud 
Rotarian who have been helping globally to 
fight the pandemic and supporting in vari-
ous forms.  I did my bit and was part of the 
community services that we did in our area, 
we provided PPE kits to hospitals in our 

area that was declared containment zone  
and provided dry ration to 1700 families 
affected in the containment zone.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Cooking, Indoor photography and commu-
nity service

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is 
lifted?
Take a long drive.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
I would say there was a hard drive crash 
in the whole business system and now we 
need to reboot and start afresh with new 
business strategies, completely new model 
of the way we do business. We have now 
jumped into the digital world much faster 
than anticipated and this will continue to 
improve and be the accepted norm of do-
ing business for the future.

“We need to reboot and start 
afresh with new business 

strategies.”
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Chief Executive Officer,
Emuge-Franken India Pvt. Ltd.

Santosh Ullal

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
We have lost patience and have misplaced 
ideas about value of time…

One thing you realised about  
yourself that you didn’t know  
previously?
That I am a good cook!

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
Homemaker’s secrets and super skills…

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Well, it’s on going.. apart from donations, 
in cash and kind, I have taken up the 
responsibility of sanitation activity of our 
apartments.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Playing with my 11 year old daughter and 
teaching her to stay away from the screen 
with my favourite board games, etc. from 
my childhood!!

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is  
lifted?
Continue practising and preaching social 
distancing.

Your message for the Indian manu-
facturing industry.
We took an aggressive path over the years, 
perhaps putting undue importance on ma-
terial things than quality of life. Let’s use this 
break, to bring about a change and spread 
human values!

LOCKDOWN DIARY
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Most important lesson from the Covid19 
outbreak.
Lesson about having flexibility and accepting 
the corresponding changes into professional 
and personal life.

One thing you realised about yourself 
that you didn’t know previously?
I can also work from home and manage the 
professional life from distance.

Have you learnt anything new during the 
lockdown?
Yes, I have learned on how to make Gulab 
Jamun.

One humanitarian act that you did during 
the lockdown.
I along with our neighbours have supplied 
grocery to the needy people from our soci-
ety and also contributed to state and country 
relief fund.

Your favourite pastime during the lock-
down period.
It is playing with my both the kids, telling 
them the story.

What would be the first thing you would 
do once the lockdown is lifted?
I will still be careful and will maintain social 
distancing since fight against Covid-19 is long.

Your message for the Indian manufactur-
ing industry.
There is always a light at the end of the tun-
nel and hence, have good coordination and 
collaboration with everyone connected with 
you in order to succeed from this outbreak 
and be successful.

Director India
HASCO India Pvt. Ltd.

Rajnikant 
Patel

Have good 
coordination and 

collaboration 
with everyone 

connected with you 
in order to succeed 
from this outbreak 
and be successful.
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Managing Director
EMAG India Private Limited

Gururaj Patil

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
Customer engagement can happen over 
skype calls although they cannot replace 
one to personal meetings. We should 
always have Plan B or maybe plan C in 
place for contingencies.

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
Customer calls with defined frequency 
followed by an email has a good impact 
in terms of recall. End of the day, every 
customer would like to experience 
‘connected with their supplier partners’.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Distributed grocery kits to the needy, fed 
strays and shared a lot of fruits with support 
staff especially due to scorching heat during 
this part of the year.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Playing with my pet cats & terrapins.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is 
lifted?
Quickly attend to few customer urgencies 
on spares/service which were stuck due to 
lockdown. Re chart the forecast for 2020 
with few deviations on milestones.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
Please ensure safety of every employee 
through strict adherence to safety measures. 
Harness the power of automation & reduce 
human intervention in your manufacturing 
to achieve world class standards. Go for 
equipment that are robust, built to last & 
still offer you enough room for flexibility in 
manufacturing.

“Harness the power of 
automation & reduce 

human intervention in your 
manufacturing to achieve world 

class standards.”
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CEO
Klüber Lubrication India

Hitendra Bhargava

w w w . t h e m a c h i n i s t . i n

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak
The pandemic has been a great leveller. 
Discipline, resilience, self-reliance and 
common sense are the best tools to survive.

One thing you realized about your-
self that you didn’t know previously?
I am successfully doing a reasonable con-
tribution in the daily household work and 
even finding quality time with my family.

Any new thoughts during this lock-
down?
Be it our society or our business, it is import-
ant to appreciate the contribution of each 
and every one from time to time. During this 
war against pandemic I realized that health 
workers as well as the frontline staff are do-
ing the same selfless job as our soldiers.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
We are helping the elderly people in our 
apartment and making them feel that they are 

not alone. Also happy to contribute financial-
ly to help weaker section of the society.

Your favorite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Quality time with the family; playing board 
games with my wife and kids..

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
I would meet our parents and focus on my 
physical fitness.
       
Your message for the Indian manu-
facturing industry.
Being diligent in following safety and health 
protocols in our offices and plant will help 
us to avoid second wave of Covid 19. 
Financial discipline is also of utmost im-
portance and this will help all of us to stay 
afloat and recover together. It has made us 
more agile and innovative in finding new 
techniques to do the job more efficiently, 
we must consider using the same during the 
normalcy also.

“Financial discipline is also of 
utmost importance and this will 
help all of us to stay afloat and 

recover together.”
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Executive Director
Janatics India Pvt. Ltd.

Executive Director
Janatics India Pvt. Ltd.

R. Ramesh G.C. Venkatesan

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
Nature has given a lesson to mankind. We 
are just a COG in the delicate ecosystem.

One thing you realised about 
yourself that you didn’t know 
previously?
That I can also understand Harry potter…

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
People do rally behind a common cause…

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Ensured support to people who directly 
depended on our family.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Spending time with family.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is 
lifted?
Drive to office…

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
India will grow well and have good recov-
ery post Covid. This is due to the manufac-
turing sector tending to shift out of China.

“India will grow well and 
have good recovery post 

Covid.”
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Executive Director
Fibro India

Vivek Nanivadekar

w w w . t h e m a c h i n i s t . i n

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak
You need very few things to live healthy 
life, but your wants/greed makes your life 
miserable.

One thing you realized about your-
self that you didn’t know previously?
The spending time with spouse and children 
is more rewarding than what I thought.
If you work in home without maids then you 
don’t need to go to gym .

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
Learnt cooking – specially rice preparations 
like ‘butter garlic rice & spinach cheese 
rice’.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Offered food grains to society security person.

Your favorite pastime during the 
lockdown period
Watching Ramayana, Mahabharat, 
Sarabhai on TV, playing cards with family 
members & helping wife.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
Take the stock of the situation at factory and 
preparing action plan keeping safety of all 
employees at center.

Your message for the Indian manu-
facturing industry.
After the lock down it could take 3-6 months 
to normalize the situation. But then, there 
will be boom particularly in manufacturing 
sector.  So have patience, keep eyes and 
ears open to identify the opportunities in 
your specific field of interest. Please believe 
that tomorrow will be certainly much better.

“Please believe that 
tomorrow will be certainly 

much better.”
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Managing Director  
Leuze electronic Private Limited-India

Manish Kant Sahay

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
We need to dedicate resources for future 
epidemic prevention, and create cost-
benefit models to evaluate the business and 
to support lives without excessive economic 
disruption.

One thing you realised about your-
self that you didn’t know previously?
How much we need for basic survival? 
And how we can do better with limited 
resources?

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
When the situation is worst, your brain 
and your body forget your comfort zone. 
You learn the things which you have never 
dreamt of.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Provided basic things for survival to workers 

and housekeeping staff in residential 
society. We have donated Rupees two lakh 
in PM Cares fund.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Customer and internal trainings to brush up 
the knowledge and skills.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is 
lifted?
Will continue in the same way what we 
are doing now.  We will follow the social 
distancing and guidelines as instructed by 
government.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
Take care of your employees who stood 
with you in your bad times. Support each 
other to fight together in this pandemic 
situation and to get out of it without much 
harm to our economy.

“Support each other to fight 
together in this pandemic situation 

and to get out of it without much 
harm to our economy.”
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Most important lesson from the Covid19 
outbreak.
Unpredictability of life and death! Smallest 
thing matters.

One thing you realised about yourself 
that you didn’t know previously?
Physical fitness and stamina, I stretched 
myself in doing exercise during this time.

Have you learnt anything new during the 
lockdown?
Learning is part of process even before 
COVID and it will continue hereafter. 
Learned new yog-asana, new exercise 
techniques and methods.

One humanitarian act that you did during 
the lockdown.
I believe in not disclosing such acts. I also 
believe, everyone does their part to the best 
of their ability and capacity in such situations 
or otherwise, and that is the reason 
humanity is alive and surviving.

Your favourite pastime during the lock-
down period.
Watched movies and web series, books, 
spending time with family which was difficult 
during normal days due to business travels.

What would be the first thing you would 
do once the lockdown is lifted?
Want to hit the track for my running and a 
very long motorcycle ride.

Your message for the Indian industry.
We need to take care of our people as they 
are the most valuable asset; be empathetic. 
Next six months would be challenging but 
after that things will get better.

Director
Nu-Vu Conair Pvt. Ltd.

Satish 
Godase

We need to 
take care of our 
people as they 

are the most 
valuable asset.
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Marketing Director
N.A. Roto Machines & Moulds India

Anand Panchal

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
Life is simple; we have made it very 
complicated. You never know what 
will happen next; be prepared for any 
situation.

One thing you realized about yourself 
that you didn’t know previously?
I never knew that current lockdown will 
teach me cooking to the next level. I was 
always complimenting my wife: “Tumhare 
Hatho Me Jadu Hai”. Luckily, I got to hear 
the same compliment from her.

Have you learnt anything new during 
the lockdown?
I did learn to cook different dishes.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.

Naroto took a small initiative of supplying 
lunch packets to security guards nearby.

Your favorite pastime during the lock-
down period.
Playing with kids, doing yoga-exercise, 
talking with friends & relatives on phone.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
I want to join the gym once it opens 
again.

Your message for the Indian industry.
We have all faced the fight against 
covid-19. It has affected us professionally 
and personally. Be patient as there 
are many prospects. Let’s hope for the 
best and soon we will recapture the 
lost revenues as well as the business 
opportunities.

Soon we will recapture 
the lost revenues as well as the 
business opportunities.
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Business consultant
Mitsubishi Chemical India Pvt Ltd 
for Yupo Products

M Prashant

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
During this time, many people learned 
that their jobs were possible to do from 
home. Without the virus in place, there 
should still be some system in place that 
will promote work-life balance.

One thing you realized about yourself 
that you didn’t know previously?
I really do love the quiet time alone.

Have you learnt anything new during 
the lockdown?
I am more religious than I thought. I 
am learning new things about God and 
becoming more disciplined as the days 
pass!

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
I am working for RSS NGO for 
distributing food and water to poor 
workers and the needy ones.

Your favorite pastime during the 

lockdown period.
Playing chess with my son.’

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
I will take my family out for dinner.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
The Fourth industrial revolution is on us. 
We no longer have to sort of ask as to 
when it will come; it’s here on us. We can 
be the destination of choice for the global 
manufacturing giants in different sectors 
like electronics, computer hardware, 
pharmaceuticals, medical devices, 
automotive and other engineering 
products.

We can be the 
destination of choice for 
the global manufacturing 
giants in different sectors.
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Divisional Manager - Industrial 
Quality Solutions
Carl Zeiss India (Bangalore) Pvt. Ltd.

Ravikumar Sirige

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
Industry which adopts and transforms its 
operations with agility to suit internal and 
external customer needs by implementing 
digitalization will lead the way.

One thing you realised about your-
self that you didn’t know previously?
Digital tools are very effective for communi-
cation both internal and with customers but 
needs lot of discipline.

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
Continuous communication with team and 
disseminating the management thought 
process to deal with the situation.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Supported for feeding 150 construction 
workers and poor people daily.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Getting to know myself and overcoming 
the negative thought process and spending 
more time with family to counter the crisis.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
To make my team adhere to safety norms, 
social distancing and help customers in 
starting their operations and to execute 
orders which are in place. Give importance 
for cash flow and minimize unnecessary 
expenditure.

Your message for the Indian manu-
facturing industry.
India is well-positioned to step in as an alter-
native to global manufacturing hub. This can 
only be realised through careful planning and 
opening of the economy. Scenario planning 
and regular dynamic forecast and vigilant 
execution will be the norm for success.

“Scenario planning and regular 
dynamic forecast and vigilant 
execution will be the norm for 

success.”
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Managing Director
Cycle Pure Agarbathies

Arjun Ranga

w w w . t h e m a c h i n i s t . i n

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
We are only as good as our team, and this 
is the time we all need to come together 
and put in our efforts to tackle the situation.

One thing you realised about 
yourself that you didn’t know 
previously?
Personally, I am a sound sleeper. 
Professionally, we have identified some 
champions in the company.

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?
I learnt digital strategies that were pending 
for quite some time. I have been constantly 
researching new things in the industry and 
keeping myself updated.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
We contributed Rs. 1.08 crore towards 

PM CARES Fund. Also, we have initiated a 
series of activities to combat the pandemic.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
I enjoyed helping around at home. I also 
did learn to edit videos and used my time to 
enhance my knowledge.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is 
lifted?
Our priority would be to ensure the well-
being and safety of our employees.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
We should stick to core competence at 
this point of time. This is not the right time 
to explore new opportunities in terms of 
expansion in non-essential categories. 
We also need to prioritize safety of our 
employees and ensure their well-being.

“We should stick to core 
competence at this point 

of time.”
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Managing Director
Grind Master India

Mohini Kelkar

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
One should be self-sufficient in all 
respects…personal as well as at 
professional level...Same gets extended to 
your company & country.

One thing you realised about 
yourself that you didn’t know 
previously?
That you can easily work and also live 
happily without going out.

Have you learnt anything new 
during the lockdown?  
Learnt digital ways, learnt to cook, and 
learnt some new exercises.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
We donated and worked closely with a 
NGO for supply of groceries to waste 
pickers, providing daily food to the needy.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Spend time, play, read & paint with my 4 
year old granddaughter.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is 
lifted?
Will try to figure out what is going to be 
the New Normal, & what we need to do to 
thrive in that world. Will figure out how we 
can support our customers with restrictions 
on travel.

Your message for the Indian 
manufacturing industry.
Worldwide spread of Covid19 has kind 
of levelled all the countries & so, it is an 
opportunity for Indian companies to create 
their identity in the New World that will be 
seen post Covid19.

“Worldwide spread of 
Covid19 has kind of levelled 

all the countries & so, it is 
an opportunity for Indian 

companies.”
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Chief Executive Officer
Steer Engineering

Atanu Maity

Most important lesson from the 
Covid19 outbreak.
People, Places, Business, Lives are 
a very intricate but taken for granted 
ecosystem. It can easily disrupt suddenly 
without warning.

One thing you realised about yourself 
that you didn’t know previously?
Ability to adapt to difficult circumstances, 
and to find ways to accomplish things 
more productively with teams.

Have you learnt anything new during 
the lockdown?
Self-help skills, valuing the essential vs. 
nonessential for self, and priority vs. non 
priority in business. I was amazed at the 
entire office teams’ willingness and ability 
to contribute and accomplish various 
business subjects, barring production of 
course.

One humanitarian act that you did 
during the lockdown.
Donating to groups that distribute food to 
the needy.

Your favourite pastime during the 
lockdown period.
Cooking as a hobby and necessity. Also 
reflecting deeply through reading and 
TV programs and thus enlarging the 
perspective.

What would be the first thing you 
would do once the lockdown is lifted?
Find ways to get the team back into 
production and business rhythm.

Your message for the Indian manufac-
turing industry.
It is time to be efficient, to stay focussed 
and to enable the community and country 
to get the economy back in shape.

It is time to be efficient 
and to stay focussed.
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